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of the two centuries which must now engage our attention.
During this period the literary language (which, indeed, had
become fixed at any rate in the fourteenth century, so that
the odes of Hafiz, save for their incomparable beauty, might
have been written but yesterday) underwent no noticeable
change; few fresh forms of literary expression were de-
veloped until the middle of the nineteenth century; and
few-fresh ideas arose to modify the Shi'a frenzy of Safawf
times until the rise of the Bdbf doctrine in A.D. 1844, of
which, however, the literary effects were less considerable
than those of the Revolution of 1906. Moreover excellent
and detailed accounts of the Afghan invasion, of Nddir
Shdh, and of the earlier Qdjdr period already exist in
English, several of which have been mentioned at the end
of the preceding chapter1; these could hardly be bettered,
and would only be marred by such abridgment as would
be necessary to fit them into the framework of this book.
Hence I have deemed it best to limit myself in this chapter
to a brief outline of the more salient events of these last
two centuries.

THE AFGHAN INVASION (A.D. 1722-1730).

Unlike the Arabs, Mongols, Tartars and Turks, who were
instrumental in effecting previous subjections of Persia by
foreign arms, the Afghans are, apparently, an
k^nian and therefore a kindred race, though
differing materially in character from the Per-
sians. The Persian language is widely spoken in their wild
and mountainous country, while in their own peculiar idiom,
the Pushtd, James Darmesteter saw the principal survivor
of the language of the A vesta, the scripture of the Zoro-
astrians. They are a much fiercer, hardier, and more warlike
people than the Persians, less refined and ingenious, and
1 See pp, 114-118 supra.